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I am writing this month’s column from Hope Africa University in Burundi, 
where Darlene and I have spent the past six weeks.  Darlene has taught two 
sections of Physical Assessment to the Nursing students. I have taught two 
courses in the M.A. in Theological Studies program: Biblical Hermeneutics 
(methods of Bible study and interpretation), and Systematic Theology. 
 

While we have been away, our retirement accounts have continued to de-
cline.  However, we are still comparatively wealthy. 

 

The full-time faculty at Hope Africa University make about $120 per month, 
the staff $40 per month.  Many students have no money, and are reduced to 
begging.  While it is a badge of honor to be a “pastor,” most pastors receive 
no pay, and are dependent on non-cash gifts for survival. 
 

We sometimes “talk poor,” but these people are truly poor.  Economically, 
that is.  Spiritually, they are rich.  Indeed, in this regard, they are compara-
tively wealthy. 

 

The Free Methodist Church is alive and growing in central Africa, where it is 
the largest Protestant church.  Burundi, where Hope Africa University is lo-
cated, is a very small nation (and ranked as one of the poorest in the world).  
It is about the size of Maryland. But there are as many Free Methodists 
(100,000) in Burundi as there are in all of the U.S. and Canada.  And there 
are even more Free Methodists in the neighboring nations of Rwanda 
(120,000) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (140,000)!  Moreover, the 
church is still growing! 

 

This past Sunday, I preached at a Free Methodist Church in the countryside 
25 miles south of the capital city of Bujumbura.  The service began at 9 a.m. 
with congregational singing and concluded with prayer at 12 noon.  During 
the service, special music was presented by nine choirs!  Every person in-

troduced began by exclaiming “Hallelujah,” to which the congregation re-
sponded in chorus, “Hallelujah!” 

 

Financially, these people are comparatively poor.  But spiritually, they are 
truly rich.  Their lives are blessed in worship, and they are filled with singing 
and joy. 
 

If you count your many blessings, and name them one by one, are you rich 
or are you poor?  I pray that your spiritual assets are on the rise!  And I pray 
that the 2009 camping season at LCC will be--for one and all--a time of nu-
merous spiritual blessings…as we come to know Christ, to grow in Him, and 
to make Him known! 
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Saturday, May 23  

(Memorial Day weekend)  
In Thayer Library following  
   the Association Meeting 

 

      Proceeds to benefit LCC 
 

Donations of gently used books, videos, 
DVD’s, CD’s, games, and puzzles are welcome 
and may be dropped off in the office, after May 

1st. 
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 Friday, July 3rd thru Saturday, July 11 

 

            Dr. Timothy Dwyer from Roberts Wesleyan  
  College will be our FC Speaker. 

 

     Saddle up your horses for a rompin’ good time at 
  Family Camp 2009!  

 

Join us for an exciting July 4th weekend.  FC will  
 begin on Friday evening with dinner and afterglows to follow.  

Get the holiday started off right at the Patriotic July 4th Service.  Then, “COME AND GET IT” at the 
July 4th annual Chicken BBQ followed by a wheelin’ good time on the bike parade trail.  Then you 
will want to rustle up your bandanas, cowboy boots and hats, and western wear for the Hoe Down!   
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Check out the Lighthousecamp.org for many more details on Family Camp 2009!                    
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               Lighthouse Christian Camp 
                Saturday, August 1, 2009 
             Niagara Orleans Country Club 
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        Green Fees         Golf Cart Use 
       Continental Breakfast                Lunch 
       Awards                  Buffet Dinner 

Hole-in-One Shoot-Out 
A Tax Deductible Gift to Lighthouse Christian Camp  

for Capital Projects 
 

 

All golfers are invited to play,  
regardless of your level of play. 

 

PRIZES 
   Top-flight best scores         Closest to the pin 
   Longest drive          Putting green contest 
   Hole-in-one shoot-out         Door prizes 
 

The tournament will be played with four-person team, scramble format.  
You can form your own team of four or we can assign you to a team.  For 
additional information and sponsorship opportunities, call (716) 795-3216 
or email LighthouseCamp@aol.com  


